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SUBJECT:

FRAMEWORK FOR OUR FUTURE: DECLARING POLLUTION AT
THE TIJUANA RIVER VALLEY A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS
(DISTRICTS: ALL)

RECOMMENDATION(S)
VICE-CHAIR NORA VARGAS
I. Declare Pollution at Tijuana River Valley a Public Health Crisis
FISCAL IMPACT
T here is no fiscal impact associated with these recommendations. T here may be future fiscal
impacts associated with recommendations proposed by the South County Environmental Justice
Task Force. Any such recommendations would need to be approved by the Board of Supervisors
including allocation of resources in future budgets to achieve the outcomes.
BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT
NIA
ADVISORY BOARD STATEMENT
NIA
BACKGROUND

The Tijuana River Valley is part of a large binational watershed of approximately 1,750 square
miles that span across the California- Mexico Border. Approximately 75% ofthe watershed is in
the densely urbanized City of Tijuana, Mexico. The watershed flows from South to North and
drains into the Tijuana River Estuary in the United States, and ultimately to the Pacific Ocean in
the City oflmperial Beach, where water quality is negatively impacted.
As the City of Tijuana has experienced quick population and industrial growth it has
simultaneously experienced rapid urbanization, straining the sewage infrastructure. The strained
sewage infrastructure has created ongoing sewage problems on both sides of the California Mexico border. Often, the sewage generated on the Mexico side of the border travels north into
California, ending in the Tijuana River Valley. The sewage flows drastically decrease water quality
in the Tijuana River Estuary and the adjacent beach coastal waters, posing a significant public
health risk to residents and visitors along both sides of the border.
For years, contamination at the Tijuana River Valley has negatively impacted the health ofborder
and coastal communities in San Diego County. With this in mind, the County of San Diego
(County) should be assessing environmental issues at the Tijuana River Valley as a public health
crisis. This action is long overdue in an area that is faced with poor air quality, sewage leaks, waste
from industrial plants, litter of waste-tires that can become a breeding ground for disease-carrying
mosquitoes, plastic pollution, sediment and trash. This direct environmental impact coupled with
the long-lasting health impact undermines our regions public health. While there have been several
efforts to mitigate pollution in the Tijuana River Valley, none of the previous efforts have used a
public health lens.
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